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PRESIDENT $ 


With the arrival of autum's crisp 
golden days we turn added attention 
to our Association activities. Com- 
mittee assignments are distributed 
and everyone, I trust, is resolving 
to do an unusually thorough stint 
of work this coming year. Member—- 
Ship drives have been successfully 
conducted among librarians and 
Friends of the Library. 


Plans for the convention program 
next May are already getting first 
attention from the executive board. 
The association is particularly 
happy to have the School Librarians 


FOREWORD 


division taking such an active part 
in Association planning. The Ex- 
ecutive Board will work closely 
with Bill Pate, Chairman of the 
Montana Association of Sohool 
Librarians, in formulating ac- 
tivities of the Association and in 
arranging the convention program. 
After the lively start last year, 
we look forward with great interest 
to the future development of this 
new Division of our Association. 


Margaret Hileman 
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Billings, Montana 


Dear Fellow School Librarians: 


This issue of MLQ is being sent to all school librarians 
whether they are members of Montana State Library Association 
or not. This fall issue is devoted to school libraries and 
we school librarians who are members of MSLA hope that you non- 
members will read into this issue some of the reasons why many 
school librarians in the state have been joining MSLA these 
past few years. 


At the spring meeting of MSLA, a division of school li- 
brarians was created by the parent organization. The school 
librarians at that meeting planned and took part in the annual 
get together. They will do the same for next year's meeting. 
These same school librarians elected myself as chairman of the 
division, Letitia Johnson of Ronan as Vice-chairman and Chairman- 
elect, and Bob Moran of Red Lodge as our secretary. 


This October in Billings at the MEA state convention our 
division will hold its first meeting since its organization last 
spring. We will hold our meeting following the library sectional 
meeting and we are hoping that following that meeting you will 
see fit to join with us in making MSLA and our division a bigger 
and a better organization. If you can't wait until October, 
write Zada Bridges, Great Falls Public Library, and she will 
supply you with MSLA membership blanks. See you in Billings. 


Sincerely yours, 


Bill K. Pate, Chairman 
Montana Association of School 
Librarians 











This issue of the Montana Library 
Quarterly should reach you before 
the general election, and so we 
want to remind you d the importance 
of getting to know your legislative 
candidates. Friends of the library 
and trustees, perhaps even more 
than librarians themselves, are in 
a position to make a strong im- 
pression on candidates and to have 
the latter commit themselves on 
their stand in the matter ofiibrary 
support. The State Library Exten- 
sion Commission is doing a first- 
class job, but the staff is badly 
overworked. We must plan against 
the time when federal funds will no 
longer be available, but when the 
demands on the Commission's services 
will be at least as great as they 
are now. We should make the legis- 
lative candidates aware od the need, 
and later, after the election, we 
should write clearly and often to 
those who will represent us in 
Helena. 





We have heard much of the heavy 
taxes paid by MWMontanans, and es- 
pecially of the property tax, and 
statistics have been tossed out 
haphazardly. We would do well to 
remember the saying that statistics 
are often used in the same manner 
that a drunk uses a lamppost - more 
for support than enlightenment. In 
the interest of enlightenment your 
attention is drawn to the table 
appearing elsewhere in this issue 
Showing Montana's comparative posi- 
tion in regard to farm property 
taxes. The public library is one 


“getic or 


place where the taxpayer receives a 
good return on his money, and with 
the plan for library federations 
now being developed in Montana, an 
even better return can be expected 
in the future. 


This is not to say that we should 
lightheartedly ask for unrealistic 
sums of public money. We should 
take a long and careful look at our 
public services, and in this con- 
nection R. R. Renne's "Costs of 
County Government in Montana" 
(Agricultural Experiment Station 
Special Report No. 15) may be of 
interest. But let's not be apolo- 
pessimistic about 
libraries. An informed citizenry 
grows increasingly important and 
libraries are one of the essential 
means to this end. Americans are 
becoming readers as never before, 
as shown by the sales of paperback 
books of serious content. Li- 
braries can and _ should help this 
development, but they can't do it 
without adequate financial support. 
Let's make this clear to the can- 
didates. | 
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We as librarians and 


OUR MUTUAL AIMS 
AND INTERESTS 





by Harriet Miller, State Supt. of 


I am very pleased to be here today 


-and to have an opportunity to talk 


with you, for librarians and ed- 
ucators have much in common. We 
share in what I believe to be the 
most rewarding experience in life - 
that of contributing to the ed- 
ucation, development and growth of 
others. The fact that we share in 
this contribution to society also 
places a mutual responsibility on 
uss: the responsibility of working 
together to provide every oppor- 


tunity for the personal growth of . 


our citizens, young and old. 


In our state, with its sparsely | 


populated areas and vast distances, 
such cooperative effort is a par- 
ticular challenge to us because it 
is almost impossible for some of 
our areas to have complete library 
facilities for the public and for 
the school. Ideally, from an ed- 
ucational standpoint, an adequate 
up-to-date library should be a part 
of every school, for a library sup- 


plements and enriches the curric- 


ulum of a school. The presence of 
an inviting library encourages 
students in pleasure reading,offers 
an opportunity for the students to 
seek answers to questions inde- 
pendently, and develops the library 
habit and teaches use of the 
library. All these are vital to 
the intellectual growth ard develop- 
ment of students. 


educators 
recognize the vitally important 
role of the library in the school. 
Likewise, we realize that it is not 
possible for us to achieve the 
ideal library in all of our schools 
today. Much has been done in indi- 
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vidual communities and areas: ccer- 
tain of our schools have outstand- 
ing library programs, certain of 
our communities have developed fine 
working relationships between the 
school system and the public li-- 


brary. Certain county superin-- 
tendents have worked out cooperative 
library facilities between schools. 
Today we in education - personnel 
in our department and teachers and 
administrators throughout the state 
- are particularly concerned with 
an analysis of the curriculum of 
our schooB and with the development 
of fundamental course guides. As I 
mentioned a few minutes ‘ago, I be- 


-lieve a library plays an important 


part in enriching and supplementing 
the school program. Therefore I 
should like to tell you briefly of 
the status of our curriculum 
studies, and to tell you how we 
hope to solicit your further 
assistance in strengthening our 
school program. 


Because of a community of interest, 
department personnel, consultants 
from the units of the University of 
Montana, and teachers and admin- 
istrators from‘ Montana school 
districts have cooperated to supply 
curriculum committee members ; 
Working under the general direction 
of the Montana Curriculum Committee, 
are several subcommittees devoted 
to the development of course guides 
to serve grades one through twelve 
in the areas of Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science and Sociai 
Studies. Currently being selected 
is another committee to assist with 
a course guide for physical ed-- 
ucation and health. The work of 
these groups has been made possible 
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through the financial assistance of 
local school districts who bear the 
burden of traveling expenses for 
these teachers contributing time 
and energy to curriculum develop- 
ment, and through the generosity of 
the university units who have 
supplied consultants in the several 
disciplines. Contributing also to 
solutions of problems in other 
areas of educational development in 
Montana have been the state school 
boards association, the Montana 
P.T.A., and many individual cit- 
izens. 


It is our intention to ask, in the 
very near future, some of you to 
serve on a school library committee 
to assist us inevaluating present 
library standards for our schools. 
We need your help too in developing 
greater interest in school li- 
braries, and possibly in developing 










a handbook for use in many Montana 
schools. You will hear more of 
this committee soon. 


In closing, may I express our 
appreciation for the help that 
Bilene hiorrison, Dick Darling, and 
the extension library staff have 
given to the schools. We in the 
Department of Public Instruction 
shall continue to do everything we 
can to assist school librarians and 
administrators expand library fa- 
cilities throughout Montana. I am 
sure that with the same spirit of 
cooperative endeavor that has aided 
in the solution of several other 
education problems, we can lod for- 
ward to real achievement in pro- 
viding better library facilities 
in schools throughout Montana. 


*This talk was presented to the 
MSLA in Billings, May 3, 1958.] 













Ast 


~ 
= 





408 S,W. FIFTH AVENUE 
PORTLAND 4, OREGON 





LARGEST 
IN THE WEST 


MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS 
FAST SERVICE 
SELECTIVE PREBINDS 


“SINCE 1867” 








BOOK 31UCK 







2005 THIRD AVENUE 
SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON 



















OR SMALL 


SPRING & SUM:ER LIST 
Cecil Pearl Dryden: 
MR. HUNT AND THE FABULOUS PLAN 


Magnificently written, this is the dramatic story of the overland Astor expe- 
dition of the Pacific Fur Company, under the leadership of Wilson Price Hunt. 
The illustrations are by Beatrice Driessen. 

NOW READY.......343 pages, large 12mo, colored frontispiece, 14 full-page il- 
lustrations from drawings, chapter head~ and tailpieces.....ceccoeecce sod e00 





Brigham D. Madsens 
THE BANNOCK OF IDAHO 


The Bannock Indians were restless and aggressive and, though they never were 
a large tribe, they resisted the encroachment of the whites with stubborn- 
ness. Their story and this phase of Northwest history have never before been 
dealt with in detail. Drawings by Maynard Dixon Stewart. 

NOW READY.......382 pages, large 12mo, colored frontispiece, 12 illustrations 
from drawings, end-sheet map, and 4 illustrations from photographs......$5.00 





James E. O'Donnell: 
JAPANESE FOLK TALES 





A former member of the Army of Occupation in Japan brings us these tales, 
each one beautifully illustrated in color by Kasumi Nagao. Among them are 
stories of a Japanese Thom Thumb, a wonderful journey beneath the sea, of a 
princess from the moon, of animals and birds who talk. They will all delight 
American children. 

NOW READY. cccccurecceceee9e pages, Ato, 33 illustrations, including 8 double- 
PORE, SAE THE TULL COLOR... ccc cewesenscveseanes 
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Donald R. Richberg and Albert Britts 
ONLY TH® BRAVE ARE FREE 





A constitutional lawyer and a historian have combined their talents to pro- 
duce a scholarly review of the growth and development of self-government in 
America, from the signing of the Mayflower Compact to the start of the 
Welfare State. The book is a trustworthy and usable survey of the results of 
more than three centuries of fruitful political experimentation here in the 
New World. 

NOW READY. .ccccecccceceed05 pages, large l2mo..... ere re TT 
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EDUCATION OF YOUTH 


Mary Helen Mahar, School and Children's 
Libraries Specialist, U. S. Office of Sducation 


It is a very great pleasure to be 
here with you on the occasion of 
the first meeting of liontana School 
Librarians as a division of the 
Montana State Library Association. 
My congratulations and felici- 
tations to both the school li- 
brarians and the Montana Library 
Association as a whole. In the 
education of boys and girls, and in 
developing library service to them, 
it is of great importance that 
school librarians should be able to 
express their point of view on the 
administration of library service 
to children and youth in schools. 


Montana is a new and delightful ex- 
perience for me, and I feel already 
that I am among friends. It is im- 
portant to remember, however, that 
I do not know Montana as you do, 
and that whatever I say must be in- 
terpreted in terms of Montana's 
needs as you know them. So many 
local conditions influence school 
libraries and public library 
service to youth — the social and 
economic life of the State, the tax 
structure, the educational program, 
and subtler influences such as the 
spirit and aspirations cd the people 
for their children - that only you 
can make the final decisions on 
school library service. 


A great deal of attention has been 
given recently to the American high 
school. New evaluations of secon- 
dary education, pressures to teach 
more science, and concern with 
gifted boys and girls, have caused 
us to re-examine our high school 
programs .« 


Recent figures of the Office of Ed- 


ucation tell us that there are 
approximately 31,000 boys and girls 
in Montana high schools, grades 9- 
12. Each one of these boys and 
girls is an individual, following 
through a prescribed course of 
study, with opportunity to elect 
subjects of his choice. Some of 
these students are intellectually 
brilliant, some average in intelli- 
gence, and others may be slow 
learners. In many other ways - in 
spite of their own efforts to dress, 
talk, work and play alike - these 
adolescents are different in in- 
terests, maturity, and in their 
sense of responsibility toward 
others. There is one attribute I 
believe they have in common, and 
that is the desire to be better 
than they are. However buried 
this idealism may seem, I believe 
that all young people would like to 
achieve a good life for themselves 
and others in a spiritual as well 
as a material way. Parents, ad- 
ministrators, teachers, guidance 
workers and librarians are faced 
each day with meeting the complex 
and diverse needs of all these boys 
and girls. 


The public school system is en- 
trusted with the task of trans- 
mitting to these young people 
their common heritage in our 
American democracy, and tho know= 
ledge and skills which we all need 
to meet the demands of modern life. 
We believe in this country that the 
public school belongs to every boy 
and girl, and except in rare in- 
stances, we have not established 
school systems with separate 
schools for the gifted, the sci- 
entifically minded, the slow 
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learner. However, we have long 
accepted the fact that within the 
public school we cannot teach by 
rigid and mechanical methods. We 
must devise ways to educate each 
child to the highest level of his 
capacity. We scmetimes use homo- 
geneous grouping - but whatever or- 
ganizational pattern we choose, we 
must provide for the needs of in- 
dividuals with great varictics of 
books and other materials within 
the framework of the comprehensive 
school. 


To give service with these ma- 
terials, we must organize them in 
centralized school librarics, or 
materials centers - really synon- 
ymous terms — and toeffcctively or- 
ganize school libraries, we must 
have professional schod librarians. 
The most important additional con- 
dition, other than adequate finan- 
cial support, for school library 
service is for teachers and school 
librarians to know and understand 
for whom they are selecting and 
providing books and other ma= 
terials, When these conditions 
exist in schools, the teaching of 
English, social studies, science, 
mathematics, forcign languages and 
all aspects of the school program 
become truly significant for stu- 
dents. 


What are these books and materials? 
They are the books written espec- 
ially for young people, and adult 
books chosen for them. They are 
fiction and non-fiction, biography, 
science, history, and the arts, and 
they do not differ often from the 
books boys and girls read for rec- 
reational reading. School library 
books are basic to teaching, and 
are not supplementary, collateral 
or "outside." These materials are 
also reference books,encyclopedias, 
indexes, periodicals, pamphlote, 
films and recordings. They are all 
the books and materials which con- 
tribute to learning, understanding 


and the growth of individuals. 


The basic principles of centralized 
school library service in secondary 
schools apply inelementary schools. 
More and more we are becoming con- 
vinced that little children learn 
best by using different books. In 
learning to read, children who have 
books from which they can choose 
those most appealing to them are 
much more likely not only to learn 
to read, but to enjoy reading. 
This concept has great implications 
for attitudes toward learning and 
reading throughout school and adult 
life. Not every child in the third 
grade necds to read the same book. 
Some children in the third grade 
can read fifth, sixth and seventh 
grade books ; others must have 
Simpler materials. All children 
differ in background and interests, 
and books must appeal to their 
imaginations and satisfy their 
curiosity about the world around 
them. In cvery aspect odthe ocle- 
mentary school curriculum, school 
library books and materials are 
needed to vitalize learning, and 
provide children with significant 
reading experiences. Elementary 
school librarians and teachers must 
know and understand the children in 
their school, in order to select 
for them the many different books 
and materials which they need, 
They must be skillful in methods of 
using books in teaching and in pro- 
viding many opportunities to use 
books in the elementary school li- 
brary, in the classroom and a home. 


The most compelling argument for 
centralized elementary, as well as 
secondary school libraries, is that 
in the process of education, child- 
ren and young people need library 
collections selected especially for 


them every day. This concept en- 
courages, and does not preclude, 
the out-of-school service of public 
libraries to children and young 
people. 
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In Montana, as in other States with 
great rural areas, and smallschools 
far apart geographically, putting 
into practice the principle of the 
centralized school library is a 
difficult task. I know you have 
been interested in developing in- 
termediate units undcr Boards of 
Education for service to rural 
schools in all the special areas. 
Specialists in school library 
service, guidance, art, music and 
physical education can, it seems to 
me, work from intcrmediate units in 
such close relationship to the 
teachers and students of small 
rural schools that they can closely 
approximate the kind of education 
that goes on where all these 
services are available within the 
same school building. However, the 
provision of equal educational 
opportunities for all boys and 
girls, whether in one-room schools, 
or in larger schools, is a complex 
administrative task, and requires 
the combined planning of State and 
county education administrators, 
teachers and librarians. Standards 
for school library service in small 
schools must be employed. 


With your newly organized school 
library division in the Montana 
State Library Association, school 
and public librarians can work to- 
gether to determine the separate 
and complementary functions of 
school libraries and public 
libraries in their service tochild- 
ren and young people. As your plans 
develop, I hope you will describe 
them in articles in professional 
library and educational literature. 
In this way, you will contribute to 
our task of giving every boy and 
girl school library and public li- 
brary service of exceptional 
quality. 


*This talk was given at the Fourth 
General Session of the MSLA Con- 
ference in Billings, May 3, 1958.] 


At the close of Miss Mahar's talk, 
the meeting was thrown open for 
discussion amquestions as follows: 


Question: Should elementary 
schools be served by a classroon 
library, or Wa centralized library 
in the elementary school? 


Mahar: Books should be drawn from 
a centralized library, and collec 
tions of 50 to 100 books for a 
classroom should be changed every 
week or month. 


Question: Teachers often lack in- 
terest in changing classroom col- 
lections frequently. What can be 
done abcut this problem? 


Mahar: Some teachers may not re= 
alize the advantages of a centra- 
lized library system. Librarians 
must promote an appreciation of 
library service. 
Questions Is the centralized 
library an economy? 


Mahar: Yes, definitely. 


Question: Do classroom libraries 
administered by teachers discourage 
children's visits to the school 
library? 


Mahar: Children should have both 
kinds of library service. Books in 
the classroom should be used along 
with library visits. The system 
can be very flexible. 


Question: What is the present 
status of elementary school library 
facilities? 


Mahart Better facilities are being 
provided in new schools being built. 
States such as New York have many 
good elementary school libraries, 
while some other states have none. 


Question: If no school library ex- 
ists, should the public library co- 
operate in supplying library 





service to schools? 


Mahar: The public library should 


give service only with the under- 
standing that the school board 
should eventually take over the re- 
sponsibility for school library 
service. We nced people within the 
school selecting books and guiding 
reading because they know the stu- 
dents individually. 


Question: In a 12-grade school in 
one building, should there be one 
library for all grades? 


Mahar: Yes. Combined schools 
Sometimes have a separate room or 
section of a room separated for the 
elementary school library. 


Question: Do elementary school 
teachers make good librarians? 


Mahar: Elementary school teaching 
is a good background for elementary 
school librarians. 


Question: Does elementary school 
service suffer when combined with 
high school library service? 


Mahar: This depends on the indi- 
vidual situation. Ncw teachers and 
librarians are likely to be more 
interested in older students. Ex- 
perienced teachers and librarians 
are more apt to be interested in 
younger children whorequire greater 
personal understanding. 


Question: What can be done about 
the problem of library service for 
the very small high school? 


Mahar: All students deserve the 
same quality of education. Stu- 
dents in a small high school need 
the same library as those ina 
school of 1,000 students. It isa 
question of centralized library 
service in relation to an entire 
school system — or should the 
small schools be centralized? The 
services of one librarian might be 
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divided between three or four 
schools, or a half-time librarian 
might serve two schools. There is 
a definite relationship between the 
number of schools served. 


Question: What is the best way to 
improve school libraries? 


Mahar: Communities must be per- 
suaded that school libraries are 
essential. Many students are now 
getting substandard library service, 
and parents do not want substandard 
education for their children. 


Comment: If standards are set at 
the state level, school libraries 
should show improvement, 


Mahar: Standards for libraries 
should be raised gratually. There 
must be an increase in the ed- 
ucational program for librarians, 
so that trained librarians will be 
available. Standards for school 
libraries can be raised within 
school systems. Standards on a 
state-wide basis are alsoimportant. 


Question: How important is cen- 
tralization in raising standards? 


Mahar: Montana's administrative 
units are extremely small. They 
have become used to administrative 
centralization. The "intermediate 
unit" library may start as a purely 
voluntary cooperation which even- 
tually gets state support. 


Comment: Standards are often ig- 
nored, but some improvement can be 
noticed, based on accreditation. 


Mahar: Accreditation applies to 
secondary schools, but ignores el- 
ementary schools. 


Question: What kind of library 
training should teachers in small 
schools have, and what can be done 
about very small schools? 


Mahar: All teachers should have 
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some library training, especially 
in the use of library materials. A 
one-room school with a "master 
teacher" and service from an "in- 
termediate unit" is not a bad sit- 
uation. In some large cities, 
three room neighborhood schools are 
being developed to keep pupils near 
home and in small groups. 


Question: What is the standard of 
cost per pupil for library support 
recommended by the Office of Ed- 
ucation? 


Mahars The Office od Education does 
not develop standards. The American 
Library Association is working on 
school standards soon to be re- 
leased. The per-pupil cost will 
probably be about $3.00 


v: =f ke 


The discussion was regretfully 





terminated because of lack od time. 
In closing the meeting, Miss 
Morrison expressed appreciation to 
Miss Mahar and thanked Dean 
Nickerson and the other persons who 
had been most helpful in making the 
arrangements for the program. She 
suggested that evoryone visit the 
fine children's library in the samc 
building. 
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REPORT OF THE ALA COUNCILOR 
by Ruth O. Longworth 


ALA at San Francisco could not have 
been better, from my point of view. 
It would.be difficult for me to say 
which of the many mectings that I 
was able to attend were the most 
profitable, the most impressive. 
To. be a part of the Council as 
Montana's representative is indeed 
a privilege and while I am far too 
new in this position to do much but 
listen, I feel that we are most 
fortunate in the excellent quality 
of ALA leadership that we now have. 


At Wednesday's Council meeting, 
David Clift announced 4,100 reg- 
istrants -- a figure far in excess 
of expectations. In a conference 
of this magnitude, it is very 
nearly impossible to sec everyone 
you would wish to sec, but amazing 
how many friends could be mein 
the course of one short week. 


The meeting with the Washington 
Library Services Branch was as 
usual a most satisfying cxperience, 
For the first time, a separate 
meeting was called for the state 
agencies and the Washington Staff. 
John Lorenz, Director, presided. 
We received some excellent advice 
and counsel, then time was avail- 
able for a progress report from the 
various states. You will be pleased 
to know that Montana's report was 
very well received and that we, 
too, show fine progress in this ex- 
citing program. 


The pre-conference of the Library 
Trustees was exceptionally good. 
Membership and attendance hav grown 
to five times the size since the 
early small beginning of the 
Trustee's Division. Inez Herrig 
did an excellent job ¢ representing 
Montana in a panel discussion on 
Sunday afternoon. Alma Jacobs pre- 
Sided most ably as discussion 
leader, substituting for  lirs. 


ai] 


Graybill, at the morning meeting. 


I wish you could have seen the 
ballroom of the Saint Francis at 
the luncheon meeting of the Friends 
of the Library! Tables had to be 
put in the surrounding balcony to 
take care of the crowd. Mr. Henry 
J. Kaiser Jr. was a most interest- 
ing guest speaker. A symposium on 
"Why Friends of the Library?" 
followed the luncheon, planned so 
that arcas of every size were rep=- 
resented, from the large Detroit 
Public Library to the small rural 
Glacier County Library in Montana, 
I waited with some apprehension for 
my turn, fecling that Montana's re- 
port must be dwarfed in comparison 
to the fabulous efforts of Detroit, 
Hawaii and the State Friends in 
Louisiana. How good it was to 

learn after the program that many 
in the audience came from similar 
small communities and planned to go 
home to follow the pattern we had 
used with success in Glacier County$’ 


With three and four mectings fill- 
ing every day, I was surprised to 
look back on the many social times 
that were a part of the week. 
Meetings were planned with suffi- 
cient time at lunch and dinner to 
get to many of the fascinating eat- 
ing places in which San Francisco 
abounds, It is my hearty recommen- 
dation that we have 100 per cent 
attendance of all Montana librar- 
ians at the next ALA convention. 


oth § bis 





tEE Sad: 


SAY YOU SAW 
IT IN THE 
vy MONTANA 


pite rs tape e8es 


telhae 
’ 





sgeel 


I 


LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY 








by Bill Pate 
First-A little past history: 


The Forty-Fifth annual meeting of 
the Montana State Library Assoc- 
jation held in Billings May 2-4 was 
an historic one for us school li- 
brarians. Thanks to the hard and 
good work of many people, but most 
particularly to the committee con- 
sisting of MHilene liorrison, 
Winnafern Moore, and Dick Darling, 
the association voted into cxis- 
tence a division of school librar- 
ians within the framework of MSLA. 
The program of the association's 
annual conclave was planned by and 
devoted in great measure to the 
school librarian and his problems. 
Most of the chicf participants in 
the panels and workshops were 
school librarians and their admin- 
istrators. All of us who attended 
this momentous meeting left feeling 
that we need MSLA and that MSLA can 
profit from our contributions. 
From my talks with them, the public 
librarians at the meeting agreed 
that this meeting was one of the 
finest the association halever had. 
The new division will have a major 
part in planning next spring's 
annual meeting to be held in Liv- 
ingston, so if you weren't in 
Billings last spring, we'll see you 
in Livingston next year. 


Your officers for the new division 
ares Bill K. Pate, Lewis and 
Clark Jr. High School, Billings, 
Chairman; Mrs. Letitia Johnson, 
Ronan High School, Vice-Chairman 
and Chairman-elect; Bob Moran, Red 
Lodge High School, Secretary. 


Next-Present and future history: 


Your chairman has appointed a con- 
stitution committee headed by Elza 
Huffman of Billings and that com- 
mittee will present a preliminary 
report at our division's first 
meeting since our organization 
which will be held in connection 
with the state ‘convention of the 
MEA in Billings this October. This 
will be the first state convention 
of MEA in many years and your di- 
vision officers are hoping that we 
will have school librarians in 
Billings from throughout the state 
for the convention. We are arrang= 
ing with the convention officers to 
allow our division to meet follow- 
ing the library sectional meeting 
at the convention. The Eastern MEA 
library section has asked the con- 
vention planners to avoid conflic- 
ting the mecting of the Inglish 
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section and the library section as 
has been donc in the past. If 
these plans materialize, we should 
have an excellent opportunity for 
our new division to meet and talk 
over plans for the coming school 
year looking toward the annual 
spring meeting of MSLA. Attention 
members of our division's member- 
ship committee-bring a supply of 
MSLA membership blanks with you to 
the MEA convention so that non-mem- 
bers can join at our divisional 
meeting and begin receiving the 
benefits of MSLA mcmbership. 


In regard to the MEA convention, 
the MEA library sectimhas arranged 
for the presence of Richard Darling 
of Montana State University to con- 
duct an informal clinic on school 
library problems. Those of us who 
have seen Dick in actisn know that 
everyone who attends the library 
section meeting will go away with 
more than they came with. 


When MSLA created a division of 
school librarians of Montana, we 
automatically be came affiliated 
with the American Association of 
School Librarians, a division of 
ALA. The chairman of our state's 
division is a member of the state 
assembly of AASL. At the same time 
we are asking you tc join MSLa we 
will be urging also that you at 
least consider an institutional 
membership in AASL, which for most 
of us in Montana would only cost 
$6.00 a year. Your membership will 
pay for itself in library services 
to you throughout the year. 


Well, this closes off the first 
school library notes from your 
chairman. I will be asking our 
vice-chairman to give an assist in 
the job next quartcr. I do hope 
I'll see all of you at Billings in 
October and that you have a happy 
school year. 
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by Beverly Bemis 


In line with plans made at our 
annual MSLA Friends meeting we now 
have under way a campaign to in= 
crease MSLA's association member~ 
ship and toenroll interested pcople 
as official state Friends of the 
Library. Letters are being sent to 
presidents of Ilccal Women's Clubs 
and PTA units, to local Jaycee Op- 
eration Library chairman, to family 
life leaders of Home Demonstration 
Clubs, to trustees and to various 
people who in the past have shown 
interest in library development, 
asking if they do not want to join 
with us in a state-wié organization 
that has as its aim the betterment 
of library service in Montana. We 
hope soon to have a greatly in- 
creased and enthusiastic membership 
representing a variety of interests 
from all over the state. 


Our new secretaryis Carric Kocstner 
of Missoula. For the last few 
years Carrie has been editor of the 
Montana PTA Bulletin and has been 
largely responsible for the splen- 
did articles it has carried about 
the Library Services Act and its 
potentialities for Montana. She is 
an extremely dynamic as well as 
talented person with a wealth of 
useful experience and has a tremen- 
dous enthusiasm for books and read- 
ing and for the part that libraries 
must play in bringing books and 
reading to our Montana people. 


Carrie and I plan to keep you in- 
formed of state and local library 
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activities and needs. As we see it, 
our aim should be tc work for 
better libraries at the local level 
and also to help the State Library 
Extension Commission expand so that 
it will be able ts give more con- 
sultant service and other needed 
help to librarics throughout the 
state. This scems to me tc be in 
accord with the ideas that have 
been expressed at our state 
meetings and in letters that some 
of you have sent me. I have very 
much appreciated receiving such 
letters. In a state as large as 
ours communication is difficult and 
I welcome letters telling me of 
your local activities and problems, 
and I will be happy to answer any 
questions you have about Fricnds’ 
activitics and abcut the possi- 
bilities of improving library 
service. 


Carrie and I are fortunate in 
having the staff of the “iontana 
State Library Extension Commission 
as our close neighbors and we are 
working very closely with them in 
trying to find ways that the Friends 
may help in promoting the best pos- 
Sible library devclopment in our 
state. Ruth Longwerth, Secretary 
and Rita McDonald, Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Commission, can cften 
assist us in following up corres- 
pondence by mecting with you per- 
sonally in their field trips about 
the statc and advising with you on 
your local situation. Only re- 
contly I had an inquiry about the 
purpose of Friends! groups frm lirs, 
David Birrer, library chairman of 
the Women's Club of Sheridan which 
sponsors Sheridan's community li- 
brary. It so happened that Ruth 
and Rita were planning a visit in 
that vicinity and were able to 
arrange for a mecting with members 
of the Club. I am sure that Mrs. 
Birrer and her associates were 
thereby able to get a better idea 
that would have otherwise been 
possible of the potentialitics of a 
local Friends' Group and of the 


value of our state organization; 
and we are looking forward to a 
fine program of cocperative ac- 
tivity both in Sheridan and in Mad- 
ison County. 


In setting up a file of people who 
have been brought to my attention 
as interested in library develop- 
ment throughout the state, I was 
pleased to see that there was not a 
county without the name of at least 
one potential "friend" and that in 
some counties there was one such 
Friend in each of its smaller 
communities. I am wondering if you 
know about each other in your 
various localities. It would be 
fine if you could get together and 
coordinate your offorts. 


This last March, Montana was made 
especially conscious of library 
Services through the observance of 
National Library Weck sponsored in 
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our state by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce under its Operations 
Library program. 
cooperated all over the state and, 
quoting Eugene Miles, State Chair- 
man, the many activities they pro- 
moted made Library Weck's obser- 
vance truly "stupendous". Now ahead 
of us, the first week in Nevember, 
is Children's Book Week and also 
Montana Day. Here is another op= 
portunity for us who are library 
Friends to focus attention on the 
values and rewards of reading, and 
on the part that libraries can play 
in making books and reading avail- 
able to all our people whether they 
be in our larger towns and cities 
or on some isolated ranch, if only 
we will work together for a co- 
ordinated library program. 
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THE ALBERTA LIBRARY ASSOC1LATION 
CONFERENCE, May 21, 1958 


by Lesley M. Heathcote 


Early in the fall, I thought three 
other Montanans were gcing with me 
to the Alberta L. A. meeting. It 
was being held in Medicine Hat, 
which is not very far for us to go. 
But there seems to be more than an 
imaginary line at the A9th 
parallel, and one by one, my pro- 
spective traveling companions 
dropped out. There was a time when 
I thought I'd have to renege too, 
but fortunately my Volkswagen came 
earlier than expected. 


It was my first visit to the Hat 
and I was interested in observing 
the countryside. From Lethbridge 
east to Taber is irrigated land and 
the crceps (mostly of sugar beets) 
were wonderfully green. The feature 
that impressed me most, though, was 
the prevalence of trees. fTruc, 
they were planted in groves, as 
shelters and windbreaks, but the 
groves were large and so were the 
trees. After I passed Taber, the 
groves were smaller and the trees 
were too, so I judged that irri- 
gation stopped somewhere about 
there. Not being a plainswoman I 
find it difficult to appreciate 
fully the wide sweep of land, flat 
and treeless, and so the trees were 
a welcome sight. 


Medicine Hat is 105 miles east and 
slightly north of Lethbridge and it 
nestles in the valley formed by the 
banks of the South Saskatchewan 
River. I was reminded of Billings. 
Because of its position I would 
assume that it is spared some of 
the more extreme climatic conditions 
in winter, and by the same token, 
it is hot in summer. It is a busy 
little city of over 20,000 pop— 
“lation and because of the abundant 
supply of natural gas on which it 
sits, it has several prosperous in- 
dustries. The city shows evidence 
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of civic pride, especially in the 
residential areas, where homes and 
gardens are well cared for. 


I arrived the day before the 
mecting and my hostess, a classmate 
from University of Alberta days, 
took me on a complete tour of the 
city and its industries. I also 
saw their new, modern school 
buildings. The library is old, but 
much has been done to improve it 
and there is a movement afoot for a 
new building. Phyllis Lapworth, 
the Librarian, is an energetic 
British Columbian who is doing an 
outstanding piece of work in her 
community. 


The conference got under way about 
9:30 aem. on May 21st. My hostess, 
who is a member of the city 
council, had been delegated to wel- 
come the visitors, so she was in- 
volved from the beginning. The 
conference occupics once day only 
which is completcly taken up with 
business. My feeling abcut the 
Association was that it was ready 
for more claborate and longer 
meotings, with outside speakers. 
They did have an outside speaker 
this year in the person of Mary 
Donaldson, Provincial Librarian of 
Saskatchewan, but they used her only 
at the banquet, instead of working 
her hard as we did Miss Kee, Mrs. 
Schenk and liiss Mahar. This was 
toc bad, for she is an able and in- 
teresting person, whe is doing a 
fine job in her province. She is 
roughly the equivalent of our Ruth 
Longworth. 


State,or rather provincial, agencies 
in Canada seem to vary as greatly 


as do ours. In Alberta the pro=- 
vineial librarian dces not have the 
same functions as Miss Donaldson, 
and the latter's Alberta equivalent 
is called Supervisor of Libraries; 
if I recall correctly, I belicve 
Mr. Eric Holmgren is in the Depart- 
ment of Economic Affairs! I had 
several visits with Miss Lapworth 


and breakfast with Miss Donaldson 
and Mr. Holmgren and we really conm- 
pared notes. As I had told Ruth 
they would, they asked me questions 
I could not answer, so she had to 
take over by correspondence after 
my return. Alberta is working on 
regional libraries, and as I under- 
stand it, actually has one in op- 
eration based on Lacombe. Here 
too, as in Montana, the librarian 
leaders are faced with the problem 
of lack of understanding on the 
part of the smaller  librarics, 
which fear tc lose their autonomy. 
I sensed tco something of more 
serious impact; there seemed to be 
evidence of some sort of cleavage 
between those who are profes- 
Sicnally trained and those who are 
not. 


as for the alberta Library Assoc- 
iation itself,it seems to be rather 
Seriously hampered by a _ strange 
provision in the constitution and 


‘bylaws requiring five members of 


the executive board to come from 
the same community. As a result 
the association has been run from 
Edmonton and Calgary alternately. 
In fact, this was only tle second 
time that the conference had been 
held outside those cities. It is 
rather as though the MSLA were run 
by Great Falls and Billings. 


Their school libraries are in as 
bad a state as ours, and we talked 
privately about it somewhat. It 
seemed to me that we had much in 
common with the Alberta librarians, 
although our development has been 
more rapid in the last few years. 
They don't have anything like the 
LSA, but there are provincial 
grants to libraries. These are 
quite small and I _ couldn't help 
wondering if, instead of $25 here 
and $50 there, the money would not 
be better spent in a lump sum for 
some regional assistance. I wish 
more of us could get to know more 
of them better. 





One of the actions taken by the 
Alberta L.A. was to sever its con= 
nections with the PNLA. There 
simply was not enough interest and 
PNLA seemed very remote to 
them. They did not attend PNLA 
conferences, but ne&ther, on the 
other hand, had the PNLA taken the 
slightest interest in them in the 
last three years. There is some 
possibility that the three prairie 
provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba will form a regional 
association. 


Medicine Hat was mosthospitable and 
through its warm welcome indicated 
its fine support for its Librarian. 
The Library Board provided the 
luncheon and the City Council the 
banquet, 


On my way back I stopped at the 
Lethbridge Public Library on the 
invitation of its Librarian, John 
Dutton. He has a new and modern 
addition joined to what he said had 
been described as "the worst 
Carnegie Library building on the 
continent." The new part is attrac- 
tive, and the old part has been 
turned into a pleasant children's 
room. The whole stands in a fine 
city park. It is not near the 
center of the city and sMr. Dutton 
has set up a branch library, which 
has been most popular. 


I thoroughly enjoyed this visit and 
decply appreciated the kindness and 
hospitality of the Alberta Librar- 
ians. I invited them to attend our 
meetings, but I doubt if any of 
them will make it te Livingston. 
For those in the southern part of 
the province it is only a day's 
drive - but there's that wretched 
49th parallel! 


ANOTHER REPORT ON THE 
ALA CONFERINCE 


by Lesley M. Heathcote 


With one exception, all the summer 
ALA conferences I've attended have 
been in San Francisco. For some 
reason, I like that city! The 
weather this time was cool, and al- 
though the seats were quite as hard 
as usual and the pavements just as 
tough on the feet, the whole thing 
was very much worthwhile. 


Elsewhere in this issue our 
councilor has given you her im- 
pressions. She and I did not coin- 
cide on a single mecting, I think, 
I spent a fair amount of time 
visiting the exhibit booths to find 
out as much as I could about new 
products. Several of the mectings 
I attended were mainly of interest 
to college and university libraries 
but there were others of more gen=- 
eral appeal. The RTSD mecting on 
library resources had much of im- 
portance in it. You will want to 
watch especially for the talks by 
Verner Clapp and Ralph Ulveling 
when they are printed. The latter 
can always be counted on to be 
forthright and his remarks pene- 
trated even after the soporific 
effect of the speaker whe preceded 
him. 


The RISD Copying Methods Section 
mecting was something of a dis- 
appointment. The papers were read 
by men other than the writers and 
they were quite technical. For 
this reason I believe they will be 
more casily assimilated after they 
appear in print. This is an im- 
portant subject, and much work is 
being done on it. It does not 
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affect all libraries but I am sure 
that in time it will be of concern 
to more than we now realize. 


The meeting of most interest to me 
was a closed one of western librar- 
ians called to discuss with Mr. 
Ottemiller his library technical 
project. Because the first pub- 
lished account can only appear 
after his report is made to the 
Council on Library Resources, which 
is underwriting the project, little 
can be said here. However, it will 
be recalled that a grant was made 
to Mr. Ottemiller to explore the 
feasibility of setting up a pro- 
gram to further the adaptaticn cr 
invention of technical devices 
needed in library work. All I can 
say here is that I hope Mr. 
Ottemiller's pilot project will 
prove this feasibility, for from a 
continuation of this we could all 
derive much bencfit. 
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Evory noon a series of film was 
Shown in the Museum cf Modern Art 
and I got t parts of three of them. 
The Washington State Library has 
issued a delightful film on library 
service in that state. The Carpet 
Under Every Classroom appealed to 
me especially, for it showed what a 
school library could and should be. 
I believe that Alma Jacobs is 
going to buy it for loaning in the 
State. It should be shown at every 
MEA and PTA meeting. 


Margarct Fulmer was my room-mate, 
and she sent her grectings to all 
Montana librarians who knew her; 
her interest in our State remains 
high. 


On the social side, all I can say 
is that San Francisco's fine res- 
taurants are insidious, and sub- 


versive of one's better judgment. 
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THE LIBRARY SERVICES 
ACT AND SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES 


(Adapted for Montana from an article in the Texas Library Journal,March, 1958, 
by Elenora Alexander, Director of Library Services, Houston Independent School 
District) 


School librarics in rural arcas of 
Montana as clsewhere in the United 
States will benofit from the pas- 
sage of the Library Services act, 
which provides the opportunity for 
improved library services in conm- 
munities cf less than ten thcusand. 
Funds granted to Montana on a 
matching basis will be used tu ex- 
pand the scrvices of the State Li- 
brary and tc set up demonstration 
areas and multi-county cocperative 
units of service. The provisions 
of the Act are undoubtedly gocd for 
all libraries, as that which ben- 
efits one area cf library service 
contributes intangibly tc all. 


School libraries are not directly 
affected, as it seems contrary to 
the intent of the law for the funds 
provided by the act tc be used for 
school librarics. Moreover, the 
improved public library service 
made possible by the Act will in no 
way take the place of the library 
in the school. Attention must be 
directed to the fact that public 
library service and schocl library 
service have scparate functicns,. 
Tc this ond, the American Assoc- 
iation of School Librarians has 
prepared a statement clearly set- 
ting forth thoir differences. It 
is urged that schocl administrators 
and the public in general beccme 
acquainted with tho statement. 


The reasons for the establishment 
of good schocl libraries are prac- 
tical and imperative. Teachers and 
parents are not only concerned that 


Johnny learns to read, but also 
that he dovelops a sciontific atti- 
tude toward what he reads in order 
that his innate desire to lock into 
cause and effect, the whys and 
wherefores, may be encouraged and 
directed. Thus teaching, more than 
ever before, must invelve the uso 
of many materials of learning and 
the supervision of reference work 
tc the end that all students are 
taught to locate, organize, and 
make use of information. In this 
rapidly moving age, from the stand- 
point of economy of time alonc, it 
is no longer feasible tc wait for 
the next visit of the public li- 
brary's bookmobile to the school to 
find the answer to questions which 
are raiscd in the classroom and 
which cannot be answered in the 
classroom's limited collection. 
And even though the locating of 
answers to questions could be post- 
poned, what assurance is there that 
this week the bookmobile can pro- 
vide the best materials possible to 
meet the specific needs of a par- 
ticular group, or that time and 
Space in the bookmobile will per- 
mit pupils tc be taught to locate 
information fcr themselves, 


Certainly after-school visits to 
the public library should be en- 
couraged. However, the public li- 
brary is limited in its area of 
specific usefulness to students. 
Transportation and long distances 
often make it difficult fcr a num 
ber of students to get to the li- 
brary. lioreover, the public library 
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is not always able to handle large 
student groups as can a = school 
which has a carefully planned 
schedule for the use odiits library. 
With such scheduling, a maxinun 
number of students has access to 
the library each day and the 
teacher and the librarian can co- 
operatively plan for the develop- 
ment of good study habits and the 
teaching of library skills. fFor- 
mal instruction in the classroom 
can precede a follow-up in the li- 
brary. When classes as a whole 
come to the library, the teacher 
and librarian can work closely to- 
gether to achieve the purpose for 
which the visit was scheduled. 
Such procedures are impractical in 
the public library because cf tho 
element of time, space, and the 
varied demands upon the staff, 


However, it should be emphasized 
that the public library is a very 
necessary supplement te the school 
library since no school library can 
ever hope to possess all matcrials 
on a given subject. Visits toa 
public library are especially in- 
portant for those mature students 
who are on their way to becoming 
the truly deep thinkers and leaders 
in community, state, and national 
affairs; but they are also ex- 
tremely important to all students. 
They open up avenues of knowledge 
not directly related to fornal 
school activities which a youngstor 
oam pursuc independently long aftor 
he loaves school; and they carly 
establish habits for the continuing 
usé of the community's second ed- 
ucattonal institution, the public 
library, which is available to 
everyone in need of inspiration, 
understanding and information 
through books, from the pre-school 
youngster and his parents right 
through to the Senior Citizen. 
Such use of print is the foundation 
of our American way of life, and 
the extension of public libraries 
to rural areas through the Library 
Services Act should have the active 
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and whole-hearted support of all 
Montanans. 


Today, a great challenge faces both 
public and school libraries -- the 
need for a well—balancad educational 
program which is going to take the 
resources of each. It is the age 
of Sputniks! Thereis much in print 
stressing the need for more study 
of science because of the urgency 
of the time and the disorder of 
world affairs. The American Assoc- 
lation of School Administrators is 
reminding the American citizen that 
"Public education isn't a contest 
to select a winner, it is a process 
to help each child -- the backward 
one, the average one, the superior 
one -— to make the very most of 
himself now and for whatever days 
are to come!" President Eisenhowor 
has urged parents to scrutinize 
school curricula and standards in 
terms of strengthening the general 
education base, and not to allow 
such specialized programs as the 
current science-oriented one to up= 
set the balance of a well-rounded 
educational program. If this bal- 
anced, well-rounded education pro- 
gram is to be achieved, we need to 
greatly expand both our public and 
school libraries. 
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THE LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 
AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Approved by the American Assoc- 
iation of School Librarians and the 
Public Libraries Division, American 
Library Association, 1957 


Because of the recent passage of the 
Library Services Act, the Board of 
Directors of the American Assoc- 
lation of School Librarians feels 
that at this time it is important 
for school and public librarians to 
review the distinctive functions of 
school library service and public 
library service and to distinguish 
clearly between them. Therefore, 
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the Board of the American Assoc- 
iation of School Librarians wishes 
to confirm the following statement 
from "Public Library Service": 
"Public library service to schcols 
is not a substitute for a “library 
within the schocl. The public li- 
brary activities should be designed 
to encourage the growth of school 
libraries," 


The Board of the Americen Assoc- 
jation of Schod Librarians believes 
that school library services 
ylanned, financed and administored 
yy the Board of iducation, are a 
necessary partof a good educational 
program. The Board believes further 
that the development and improve- 
ment of such library ervice to 
provide for children in schocl the 
library rescurces that are related 
to the curriculum and wenege for an 
effective school program are pri- 
mary responsibilitics of schocl ad-— 
ministrators and school librarians. 
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There are many ways in which school 
librarians can a of service in the 
implementation of the Library 
Services Act; mee by planning and 
participating extension and 
improvement fc vie ary ee in 
<harioes arcas shrough | li- 
rarics; (2) noominait: of 

roung peonle to work in libraricss 
and 3) by cooperation innithe de- 
velopment of plans for demcen= 
strations under the Act. 
The Board cf the american 
ijation of School Librarians 

this opportunity te point 

the purpose j 
Act is "to 

tension by the eve 

wublic library service 

areas," It believes that if. funds 
provided by this Act were used to 
finance a library within a school, 
such use would be ccntrary to the 
intent of this legislation, and 
would deter the development of 
schod libraries within the schools, 


The Board of the American Assoc- 
iation of School Librarians wishes 
= enlist the understanding and 

upport of public library personnel 
a the continuing development of 
school library service which is an 
integral part of school adminis- 
tration and of instruction. Public 
library personnel can provide such 
support through - interpretation to 
the lay public of this statement 
and the statements herein quoted 
from "Public Library Service." 
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SCHOOL AND PUBLIC 


LIBRARY RELATIONSHIPS 


(Reprinted from LSA Memorandum #32 
of the U. S. Office of Bducation.) 


North Carolina has had a series of 
conferences on this subject with 
particular refcrence tc bookmobile 
service. As a result, the State 
Superintendent has sent a letter 
and 2a statement to all county and 
city superintendents of schools 
which include these pertinent, 
clarifying and helpful paragraphs: 


"Over the years public libraries, 
especially through bookmobile 
services, have contributed well to 
the public school program and can 
continue todo so. It is the con- 
clusion of all parties concerned 
that public library services can 
never replace the distinctive 
functions of the school libyary 
such as--(L) providing books and 
other matocrials selected and or- 
ganized to meet school needs; (2) 
providing library quarters for ref- 
erence and research: (3) assisting 
pupils and teachers in using the 
library; (4) teaching library and 
study skills; (5) giving indi- 
vidual reading guidance. Essen- 
tially, bookmobile service to 
schools should be of a_e supple- 
mentary nature... 





"It is recognized that public li- 
brary services are directed toward 
meeting the reading needs of the 
general public, whereas school li- 
brary services are concentrated 
upon meeting the curricular and 
personal reading needs of school- 
age children. There are many arcas 
of mutual interest for public and 
school libraries, and promising 
practices can result from coop= 
eration in such areas as book se- 
lection (sharing book reviews and 
identifying subjects and titles in 
demand); reading stimulation eo= 
tivities (book exhibits and fairs, 
displays, and other publicity) s 
public library visits by students; 
and school visits by public li- 
brarians." 


The State Librarian has also sent a 
letter and the same statemert to all 
public libraries in the state. 
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ADV 
On this page, you will note a new 
advertiser, the Blewett Business 
Machines of Helena, the Empire 
Office Machines of Bozeman, and the 
Anderson Office Machines of Great 
Falls. Among other things they sell 
and service Gestetner duplicating 
machines, and I call your attention 
to this because this publication is 
run off ona Gestetner. We have 
found it dependable and versatile, 
It is possible with very little 
trouble to use a wide range of 
colors with it. It also has a de- 
vice for interleaving so that no 
offset is left on the finished ma- 
terial (offset is the printing 
transferred from the front of one 
sheet to the back of another when 
they lic in a pile). We have found 
the machine and all its attachments 
satisfactory. 
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Blewett Business Machines 
323 North Main 
Helena, Montana 





FOR GOOD 
DEPENDABLE 


SERVICE 


Gestetner 


Anderson Office Machines 
13 5th Street North 
Groat Falls, Montana 





Empire Office Machines 
119 East Main 
Bozeman, Montana 











ARE PROPERTY TAXES IN MCNTANA 
SO MUCH OUT OF LINE? 


The following table is reproduced with some changes 
from the People's %oice, July 8, 1958, p. 4. It has 
been checked against the original figures, and is self= 
explanatory. 
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Taxes Paid Per $100 Full Value of Farm Real Estate 
1955 and 1956 in certain Western States 


Taxes Levied Per $100 Full Value 
STATE 1956 


Colorado... 1.20 
PET eTr Ter TTT ee 1,09 
Idaho... ‘ ‘ LsGi 
Cali fowniess. ss 094 

1,09 
EE eee Te ee ee 91 
i pai Sy cu wa wadiade dale 096 
WaBhinestoisscscicccses 63 
er 055 
PRs cai cD AAR KK awe 62 


NOW MORI O 6. wie SS WSs OSE Kom Oss e 2 es 


Unweighted average 11 
western Brawe Bsisisiarowvevesesers 82 285 


POUSE TOMOCRi i dds cee cevewaes 
PO NGe dt ke near eeeee 
eee ee ee 
Ee ere ree ee re 


Unweighted average 4 
northern Plains states....... le2l 


Average United States.. 





SOURCES Agricultural Finance Review, Vol. 19, february 
1957, and Taxes Levied on Farm Real Estate in 1956, 
F.F.R.D., Agricultural Research Service,U.S.D.A., 

Ae .eS. 43-57, august 1957. 








It is no longer news to those 
Montanans who belong to the PNLA 
that Ruth Hale Gershevsky has re- 
Signed as editor. She has filled 
this post for some twenty years, 
and in this time has built up the 
PNLA Quarterly into one of the out- 
standing publications in the li- 
brary field, with a fine reputation 
nationally. It has carried in- 
teresting and timely articles 
dealing with both regional and 





national library affairs, and it 


has been noteworthy for its fine 
format and printing. Since July 
1951 Mrs. Gershevsky has performed 
the work entirely on her own time 
and only in the last two or three 
years has the Association been able 
to show any tangible appreciation, 
and then by a painfully small hon- 
orarium. 


The continuity of Mrs. Gershevsky's 
service has been of real benefit to 
an organization in which the Board 
of Directors partially changes every 
year. She has not failed to attend 
PNLA conferences and committee 
mectings, usually at her own ex- 
pense, in order to bring news of 
developments to the membership. 
Although she was a non-voting mem- 
ber of the Board, she was often 
called on for comments and sug- 
gestions, for her years of exper- 
ience there made her invaluable. 
She will be greatly missed from 
future Board meetings. 


She can look back on a job well and 
faithfully done. 











TRS Wattonal* Book. Comnittée 
announces that the 1959 National 
Library Week will be April 12 - 18. 
Theodore Waller will be chairman 
of the Steering Committee. The re- 
port on the 1958 Week was very en- 
thusiastic and it is hoped that the 
interest and support generated for 
it will prove an effective foun- 
dation for even greater progress in 


1959. 
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Our growing concern with school li- 
braries in ifontana should awaken 
our interest in the development of 
standards. & compilation of new 
standards for school libraries is 
nearly completed and the American 
Library Association expects to 
publish it in 1959. 


HENNE EE HIE HEE HEH HH HK HEHEHE HEH 


Recruitment is perennially in the 
air and one of the best places to 
arouse interest is in tle children's 
room of the public library. Many 
librarians can point to a public 
librarian friend as the inspiration 
for their choosing the profession. 
Recently a suggestion was made that 
instead of trying to compete with 
other professions by talking up 
better salaries (that is, better 
than they used to be!),good working 
conditions, etc. we should frankly 
return to the approach of the 
spiritual satisfaction to be ob- 
tained from dedicated service. It 
might werk! 
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The Helena Public Library reports 
that it has had a_ series of 
Smithsonian Institution traveling 
book exhibits, the latest one being 
of Swedish books. Sixty of the 
finest editions produced in Sweden 
during the last ten years were dis- 
played, An earlier one consisted 
of 115 outstanding children's books 
from 26 countries. Mrs Miller says 
the exhibits are circulated by the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service, and other 1li- 
brarians in the State may be in- 
terested in looking into the 
possibilities. 


HKHKHHKH HHH HHH EK HHH HKHHHKKKHKKH 


A workshop, Sponsored jointly by 
Montana State College and hontana 
State University was held at 
Missoula, August 4-15. The group, 
as planned, worked on the first 
draft of a library handbock for the 
schools of Montana. It is being 
stenciled at the Department of 
Public Instructicn and copies will 
be sent to cach school from Miss 


Miller's office as soon as they are 
completed. Look them over care- 
fully before you come to Billings 
for the MEA meeting. At that time 
we hope to discuss the handbook 
with you and to ask for your help 
throughout the year. Your advice 
will be necded in the revision of 
the handbook next summer. 


KHKH HHH HN HMM K HN H HH EHH HK KH HHEK HH 


The Montana Student Librarians are 
planning a mecting the weekend of 
September 20 at a camp on Flathead 
Lake. Knowing this group, they 
should not only have an excellent 
meeting but should have a wonderful 
time. Plan to join them if at all 
possible. 


The student librarians in central 
Montana will also hear details soon 
about a meeting for them. Mrs. 
Frances Wells of the Helcona High 
School is helping to get the "ball 
rolling." Get your own group or- 
ganized and plan ahead for the fall 
mecting. 
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE 


MONTANA — LIBRARY 


QUARTERLY 





REPORT OF THE PNLA RUPRUSENT:TIVE 


Sept. 7, 1958 


Merwin M. Moores 


There are few places in the Northwest to equal Victoria, B.o as 
a conference site. Unfortunately, the conference agenda left little 
time to enjoy the unchallenged beauty of this area. 


Two of the five general sessions and three of the division meet- 
ings were devoted entirely to summaries of the studies made by the 
Library Development Project. It is expected that the studies will 
be available in bound form sometime in the spring of 1959. Project 
Director Morton Kroll and assistant Director Henry Drennan made a 
valiant attempt in the summarics to give the membership some idea of 
what the studies contained and to point up some. of their implications. 
It was a tremendous job to undertake, and admittedly, the time was too 
short to any more than touch on the highlights. I'm sure, however, 
that the effort sparked interest in the published reports to appear 
later and that proper follow-up on recommendations will help provide 
better library service throughout the region. 


The banyuet on Thursday evening, Sept. 4, was a delightful 
affair. Willard Ireland was better than ever, if possible, as toast- 
master and fr. Stuart Keate, publisher of the Victoria Daily Times 
gave an excellent address ccncerning Amor De Cosmos, early British 
Cclumbia pioneer and onc of the forgotten men of Canadian history. 


At the banquet, too, lirs. Ruth Gershevsky was honored on her 
retirement as editor of the PNLA Quarterly. She was presented with 
a set of matched luzgage by the Association. The presentation was 
made by Carl Hintz, PNLA president. 





Conference delegates were gucsts of the British C,lumbia Govern- 
ment and the Board of the Victoria Public Library at a luncheon on 
Friday, Sept. 5. Presiding was Mr. Robert Wallace, of the Victoria 
Public Library Board and the speaker for the occasion was the Hon. 
Leslie R. Peter’ cn, Minister of Education for the Province of 
British C lumbia. ur. Peterson printed out the many permanent 
benefits resulting from the celebration of British Columbia's Cen- 
tennial Year. 


Friday evening there was a lively discussion of the recommenda- 
tions made in Dr. Swank's survey of the PNBC. liuch of the discussion 
centered around methods of financing the Center and the Center's in- 
ability to keep up with certain biblio;raphic work because of the 
lack of staff. The government of the Center was also discussed at 
length and at the final business session on Saturday morning, Article 
VII of the PYLA Bylaws was amended to permit all libraries c:ntribu- 
ting support to the FNBC tc have a voice in the selection of members 
of a council which shall be responsible for the administration of the 
Center. 
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Other action at the business mecting, in addition to reports of 
committees resulted in the association turning down a proposed amend= 
ment that would have required certain officers of the Association to 
have been members for five c.nsecutive years. Approved by the mem— 
bership were amendments which will make it mandatory that an addition- 
al dollar be collected by the Treasurer when collecting dues but will 
give the members a choice of two divisions without further payment; an 
amendment removing the two-dollar limitation on registration fees; and 
an amendment by which one member of the legislative committee shall 
serve an additional year, this member to be designated according to 
alphabetical rotation by statc and province. 


The conference concluded with a luncheon at which irs. Grace 
Stevenscn, Deputy Bxecutive Secretary of the American Library 
Association brought greetings from ALA and outlined activities of 
that Association. Following this, Carl Hintz introduced the new 
officers of PNLA, i.e., Eloise Ebert, Oregon State Library, Salem, 
second vice-presidents; Rodney kK. Waldron, Oregon State College, Cor- 

allis, treasurer; Irving Lieberman, University of Washington, first 
vice-president and president-elect; and Renald Ley, Fraser Valley 
Regional Library, president. lr. Ley, in his inaugural address, 
pointed out that, because of his rather sudden elevation to the 
presidency, he had no major plan to present for the c-ming year, 
but assured the membership that he would do everything in his 
power to see that Association activities would continue to be 
initiated and carried out. 


Thus closed another well-planned and successful PNLA con- 
ference. 


BMB TR THESE DATES 


October 1-8 National Newspaper Week 
Pp 
Slogan "Your Newspaper Guards your Freedom" 


November 2 — 8 Children's Book Week 
Theme "Explore with Books" 


November 8 - Montana Day 








